This Little Light alternative to storks and cabbage patches

BY GREG LANGLEY
Books editor :

Every parent faces the drcaded
task of answering their child's
question: "Where do babies come
from?” The answer is always de-

pendent on the child's age. At a
certain point, they get a biology
lecture, but before that they get all
sorts of explanations. Storks, cab-
bage patches and all kinds of oth-
er things can come into play.
Local author Claire Boudreaux
Bateman has seized on those ideas
to come up with a children's book
: aimed at the pre-
R[ ADING biology  lesson
crowd. It’s called
This Little Light
of AMine (Shell Beach Publishing,
$18.50 hardcover). This title comes
from an old and popular spiritual,
and it gives a clue about the au-
thor’s philosophy. This is a book by
an author not afraid to declare her
belief in God. That declaration
comes in the form of the story line:
all babies come from heaven
where they are assembled by God
and gifted with his light (from the
title) and then sent on to earth.
“(On vour way to earth, you may
lnse vour eyes or your ears. While
vou are on earth, you may get sick
and lose all of your hair. But my
Hght will always be in vou,” God

tells a little girl getting ready to
come to earth.

I's a sweet and sentimental way
to explain the spiritual side of con-
ception to those too young to un-
derstand the physical part of it
The story is short and non-denom-
inational in its message. The book
is illustrated in baby friendly col-
ors by local artist Katie Norwood
Alexander.

Williams Center event

On Sunday, April 2, from 210 5
p.m,, the LSU Libraries will partic-
ipate in the LSU GEMs Day cam-
puswide open house with frce
events highlighting the T. Harry
Williams Center for Oral History,
which is part of the Libraries’ Spe-
cial Collections division.

Named for the Pulitzer Prize-
winning historian who was a pio-
neer in the scholarly use of oral

history, the T. Harry Williams
Center for Oral History has col-
leeted more than 2,500 interviews
to date. On April 2, staff will speak
about the center’s projects, such as
documenting the Baton Rouge Bus
Bovcott, the experiences of Viet-
namese refugees who relocated to
Louisiana, and the center's upcom-
ing project working with the
Pointe au Chein Tribe. Presenta-
tions will start at 2:30, 3:30 and 430
p.m. Visitors will be able to talk
with community members who
participated in these projects. lis-
ten to interviews, and learn about
how oral history preserves life sto-
ries that would otherwise be lost.
special guests for the day will in-
chude Toby Daspit, co-author of
Tulking Gumbo: A Teacher’s Guide
to Using Oral History in the Class-
room,; Dr. Jonathan Roberts, pro-
ject director developing an oral
history of Charity Hospitals of
Louisiana, Peggy Frankland, pro-
ject director of Louisiana's Women
Grassroots Environmentalists, Dr.
Jesse Walker, LSU Professor
Emeritus, and members of the
West Feliciana CDF African Amer-
ican Heritage Task Force.
Visitors can also enjoy the exhi-
bition, Special Delivery: A Show-
cuse of LSU Libraries Special Col-
lections. Gems on display run the

wamut from book arts to Louisiana
history, including a 15th century il-
luminaivd Book of Hours, Eric
(ill's Four Gospels, original draw-
ings by Audubon, a letter of
Villiam C.C. Claiborne, first gov-
ernnr of Louisiana, and a Civil War
diary. On the lighter side, memo-
rabilia from the libraries’ exten-
sive collections of political papers
includes two leather bull whips,
presented to the late ULS. Sen. Rus-
s¢ll Long when he served as Senate
“whip” and programs from the
Mystic Krewe of Louisianians
Mardi Gras balls in Washington,
D.C.

Programs and exhibition are free
and the public is invited. Call (225)
578-6547 for more information or
visit the LSU Libraries Special Col-

fections Web site at
hutp//www lib.Isu.edwspecial.
Funk at library

Teens will get the chance to meet
the author of the Boundary’s Fall
fantasv series, Bret Funk, at the
Pride-Chaneyville Branch Library,
13600 Pride-Port Hudson Road, at
1 p.m. Saturday, April 1.

The author will discuss and an-
swer questions about the three
books in the series, Path of Glory,
Sword of Honor, and Jewel of
Truth, which will come out this

spring.

Registration is not required. For
more information, call (225) 658-
1550,

You can get there from here

Cynthia Campbell, travel editor
with The Advocate, will present a
program about short, affordable
trips for families at 2:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 1, at the Baker Branch
of the Fast Baton Rouge Parish Li-
brary, 331 Groom Road.
Brochures on tourist attractions
and other points of interest will be
provided.

Campbell has been travel editor
for The Advocate for more than 20
years and was a feature reporter
for the Sant Antonio Express News.

For more information, call (225)
778-5940.

The Real CSI

Crime scene investigators from
the East Baton Rouge Parish Sher-
iff's Office will demonstrate what
happens during a crime scene in-
vestigation 7-8 p.m. Wednesday,
March 29, at the Fast Baton Rouge
Parish Main Library, 7711 Good-
wood Blvd.

For more information, call (225)
231-3740.

» Picase see READINGS, page 5



